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CERVICAL CHYLOUS FISTULA DUE TO INJURY OF THE 
THORACIC DUCT CURED BY INSERTION OF "SPONGEL '
REPORT OF A CASE 
by 
HIROSHI OTANI and SETSUYA HANABUSA 
From the 2nd Surgical Division, Kyoto University Medical School 
(Director : Prof. Dr. YAsu~rAsA Aov AGI) 
A 46-year-old female developed a chylous fistula in the left lower cervical 
region after surgical removal of lymph nodes metastasized from breast cancer. 
After the previous operative wound was reopened, two pieces of“Spongel“ 
were inserted deep into the fistula adjacent to the junction of the left subclavian 
and internal jugular veins. This resulted in arrest of the chylous discharge. The 
remaining dead space was then filled with six pieces of “Spongel”， and the wound 
closed. 
Two weeks after this, the “Spongel”in the dead space was extruded through 
a small opening in the wound by manipulation, but the two pieces deep in the 
fistula were left untouched. 
Ten days later the fistula was seen to be completely closed, and has remained 
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